
MOUNTAIN STATES TRANSMISSION INTERTIE

USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM) - 
NorthWestern Energy has applied for a Right of Way to cross 
public lands managed by the BLM:

Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) - 
NorthWestern Energy has applied for a Certi�cate of 
Compliance and water quality permits in Montana to construct 
and operate the MSTI project:

USDA Forest Service, U.S. Department of Energy Idaho 
National Laboratory, and USDA Sheep Experiment Station 
have all been requested to evaluate the crossing of lands they 
administer by the transmission line alternatives.

Must comply with Federal environmental laws and 
regulations, including National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), and other Federal laws

Must comply with Federal environmental laws and 
regulations, including National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), and other Federal laws

Must comply with applicable State of Montana laws and regulations, 
including the Montana Major Facility Siting Act (MFSA) and 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA)

Must coordinate with Federal and local regulatory agencies

Responsible for issuing authorizations to cross the federal lands 
managed by these agencies

Must coordinate with State and local regulatory agencies

The Need for Agency Action


